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After being home in the United Sates for almost two full weeks, I have had time to reflect on my three month 
residency in the City of Ørestad, or should I say the city of the future? The master plan of Ørestad has been in the 
refining process for ten years, and Ørestad was set to become the ground breaking city of the future.  On paper, 
Ørestad has all the ingredients for success.  This includes five metro stops on the line that goes right into central 
Copenhagen, a regional train station, the Øresund Bridge connecting to Sweden in 20 minutes, and a showcase of 
some of the post progressive architecture in Europe.  From what I have observed in my three  month residency, the 
main ingredients that is missing from the mix is what Jane Jacobs would refer to as the “ballet” of city life.  There 
is very little movement of people between buildings in Ørestad, and this ballet of city life generates a dynamic 
urban environment. 

A few weeks ago, I preformed observations at all of the metro stations for a Universal Design study.  My 
observations at the Ørestad metro (connected to the regional train as well) were the most different from the others 
by far.   Field’s shopping center is located across the road from the metro stop and is the largest mall in 
Scandinavia.  That being said, mall culture will always prevail.  I watched people get off at the Ørestad station, go 
to the mall to shop, and get right back on the trains and metros.  There is no ballet of city life, and why would there 
be?  Granted Ørestad is still in development, large parcels of open lots and vacant shops act as obstacles for the 
movement between buildings.  Recently, funding for the planned development projects has been the major issue 
faced by Ørestad.  An actual downtown center was planned, but until it is developed, if it is developed, Field’s is 
acting as the city center of Ørestad.  An indoor shopping mall is not  a healthy city center by and means.  

Currently, Ørestad lacks a critical mass.  The amount of green space between Ørestad South and North is 
Overwhelming.  The architecture of Ørestad has influenced the quiet ghost like streets.  With sprawling balconies, 
patios, and courtyards, residents do not feel the need to leave their buildings when they wish to relax outside, 
adding to the problem.  Time will tell is Ørestad is ever developed as planned.  With reports that the city is 
focusing on other real estate hot spots for development, the future of Ørestad is uncertain.    Living in Ørestad has 
really shaped my experience in Copenhagen.  One thing I think we can all agree on is the pleasure of working in 
the city during the day, and the ability to sit outside and listen to the noises of the night in Ørestad.  

What’s Wrong With Ørestad
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No, this is not an IKEA building!  As an entry in the encyclopedia of Universal Design elements I 
am producing, I have produced this mixed media collage of the DR Byen Concert Hall.  The DR 
Concert Hall is part of the University of Copenhagen  campus in Ørestad North.  The context of 
the hall is very unique as it is located where Ørestad City, Copenhagen, and the residential sub-
urbs of Amager intersect.  The hall is a landmark of the area due it the unique form it takes, and is 
highly visible from the M1 Metro line that passes the hall and from many more areas.  Located on 
the island of Amager, DR Concert Hall is an anchor of North Ørestad.  The location of the hall is 
accessible by metro, vehicle, bus, bicycle, and on foot.  The DR Concert Hall is a venue for all 
genres of music and a critical way finding element for the surrounding area.  The distinctive blue 
color and geometric from contrasts all other architecture in the area, and is frequently used by 
many as a tool for orientation.  With concerts open to the community, the University is able to 
engage the public.  At night, the blue facades serve as large scale projection screens, reflecting 
the events of the inside on to the exterior.  Every seat on the inside of the hall has been tested by 
recording equipment for it’s acoustic ability.    Day or night, the DR Concert Hall is visible from 
many locations in the surrounding area making it a critical way finding.   

DR Byen Concert Hall
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