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Rosenborg Slot
The Royal Treasury

This is my last full week in 
Denmark, and touring Rosenborg 
Slot was on my list of tasks to 
accomplish before I left the country.   
Rosenborg was the royal residence 
of the Danish Nobility until 1710 
when they relocated to another 
palace.  Currently, Rosenborg Slot 
is home to the crown jewels and 
other royal “nick nacks” including a 
weaponry collection, several 
guileded clocks, a birdcage with a 
clock underneath, painting, 
furniature, and many other 
treasures.  The architecture is Dutch 
Renissance style, which was typical 
of buildings constructed in this time 
era.  The castle grounds are know as 
Kongen’s Have, which translates to 
the King’s Garden.  The gardens are 
the oldest royal gardens in the 
country.  Chrisitan IV developed the 
gardens in the renissance style.  The 
gardens see an estimated 2.5 million 
visitors per year, and is a popular 
retreat in the urban envrionment.  

Guds hjælp, 
Folkets kærlighed, 
Danmarks styrke

God Help, 
the People’s Love, 

Denmark’s Strength

This is my last week in Denmark, and the journey home to the United States begins 
Wednesday the 11th.  The motto of Denmark held significance to me this week, and 
the final packing, studying, and cleaning began to commence.  Copenhagen, and 
Denmark for that matter, live much larger than the countyr appears on the map.  The 
culture and values of this society are constantly made visable to all in a cross-
disclipinary manner. I have developed a sincere connection with the design appreciat-
ing and tolerant culture of Denmark that will truely be missed.  It is hard to believe by 
the end of the week I will be back in my parent’s house outside of Washington D.C. 
in a culture that for the most part values the bicycle for recreation purposes, and the 
car is required to travel to anything of significance.  This the polar opposite of my 
summer of bicycling and traveling on reliable public transportation.  

I was able to pull off a quick road trip 
through Sweden before it departure 
time is upon me.  I began by traveling 
up the coast from Copenhagen to 
Helsingør, Denmark to catch the ferry 
to Helsinborg, Sweden.  The ferry I 
crossed is the same line that my 
Swedish relitaves have been using for 
the past 4 generations.  My mother said 
when she was visiting in her early 20’s 
people would ride the ferry all night 
with out getting off, singing and 
celebrating all the way.  Once I was in 
Sweden, we made a stop in Äkta 
Gränna, Sweden; the town where 
peppermint was invented.  From there, 
I continued on to Stockholm.  While in 
transport I noticed a different landscape 
from Denmark.  There were many more 
forests, the lakes were much grander in 
scale, and the topography was greater 
as well.  I arrived in Stockholm at night 
and in the rain, so I waited until the 
next day to explore the city.   
Stockholm as a whole is much grander than Copenhagen, and this feeling was 
strengthened through large waterways that allow viewsheds of the buildings located 
on an area of topographical significance.  The highlight of my time in Stockholm 
was the Skansen open air museum showcasing a collection of Swedish architecture 
in the traditional context.  On the way back to Copenhagen, I was able to stop in 
glass blowing country for a while and tour the KOSTA BODA factory, one of the 
oldest in the country founded in 1746.  The factory tour went through the actual 
production parts of the building, with the heat from the furnaces of molten glass 
radiating out.  I entered into Copenhagen again via the Oresund Bridge, which was 
very efficient with vehiules on the top portion and trains on the lower portion.
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Study Critique : What’s In a Map?
A Focus on Maps and Color Theory

The week, I looked through the stack of maps I collected while being in Copenhagen this summer.  The maps come from different 
places and are produced with different agendas.  While the geographical material remains constant throughout all 8 maps that were 
studied, some were more effective in conveying the intended information than others.  The purpose of the city maps are to convey 
site specific information in the most efficient and readable means possible.  Color is an extremely important element in this study 
depending on how it is applied.  Throughout the maps color is used to establish hierarchy, depict travel routes, make a statement 
through contrasting applications, and as a common element in each map.  For additional information on color I used information 
from ‘Theory and Use of Color’ by Luigina De Grandis.  The 8 analyzed maps will be in the full encyclopedia  of U.D. examples I 
am working to produce.  On this page are 4 maps with their corresponding analyzing diagrams to their right. 

This map uses color to define 
the neighborhoods of the city.  
The squares of color to the left 
represent the major colors used 
in this map’s scheme.  They are 
all set on the same gray tone that 
is on the map, but certain colors 
pop and appear larger in size 
than others.  The perception of 
color changes with it’s context, 
and this is especially important 
when information is being 
conveyed.  White is a common 
element in this map representing 
roads.  The contrasting colors of 
neighborhoods give a better read 
to a user with low vision.  The 
maps of Copenhagen in relation 
to Denmark and Sweden are 
useful for orientation purposes. 

Produced by regional and local 
transportation companies, this 
map features the metro, train, 
bus, and boat routes 
Throughout the city.  These 
lines are the only real elements 
of color in this map’s scheme 
as the roads, land, and water 
bodies are all in shades of 
gray.  Something that makes 
this map unique is its use of 
iconography.  Famous 
landmarks of the city are 
represented in a 
Comprehendible graphic 
format.  This is                             
important for visitors who do 
not speak the language the 
map is printed in.  
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Claude Monet’s painting, 
London, Houses of Parliament 
relates to this map in the 
applications of color.  The warm 
colored walking routes on the 
map, and the sun and sun’s 
reflection on the water in the 
painting appear to be even 
warmer and bolder by being close 
to cold colors.  The hierarchy in 
the map and the painting is 
effectively established to a 
navigator.  The mass|void of the 
water to land area was the boldest 
on this map, as depicted in the 
mass|void extraction.  The ability 
to distinguish between water and 
land area is very important when 
orienting on a map. 
This map was put out by the art 
association as a guide to art 
instillations, museums, and 
galleries in Copenhagen.  Much 
like the transportation map, it is 
conveying a specific agenda.  
The colors are selected to work 
together to convey site locations 
access the city.  Roads, land 
boundaries, and bodies of water 
take a backseat to the art related 
information.  The print of Edvard 
Munch’s The Scream by Andy 
Warhol uses a similar color 
palette.  The black line work is a 
common theme, and each color 
works together in conveying site 
specific information.   

The full analyzing of the maps will be located in the U. D. Examples encyclopedia, as mentioned earlier.  
Each of the 8 maps that were studied had different qualities that made them successful in their own right, 
or not.  This relates to U. D. Principals as people navigate a landscape they may be familiar with, or not 
at all.  Color choice, navigation tools, grid systems, and north arrows are all tools one may use to orient 
on a map.  This is also influenced by the company or organization that produced the map, as it is a 
reflection of their personal agenda.  
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