
Weekly Report 8
July 11th -  17th

P A G E 1

Greetings From Barcelona!

From July 11th to the 16th this week I was exploring the city of Barcelona.  While I 
am thoroughly enjoying my time in Copenhagen, it was nice to see topography and 
experience the darkness of night again.  While the weather was HOT it did not stop 
me from covering quite a bit of ground in the few days I was in the city.  The day 
of my arrival also happened to be the last game of the world cup, with Spain 
playing against the Netherlands.  I have been lucky enough to experience  watching 
world cup games in two European countries.  I was watching the end of the game 
on the roof of the hotel, and when Spain won it was incredible.  There were drum 
circles, air horns, car horns, fireworks, and lots of happy Spaniards.  Our bartender 
couldn't stop smiling.  This was a great way to begin my visit in Barcelona.     

Ramble de Mar

Both Copenhagen and Barcelona have 
well established pedestrian streets that 
are worth studying.  While the 
structure of the two systems varies, 
the pedestrian remains at the core for 
both of them.  Many palimpsests in 
the landscape of the stroget allude to 
the fact that it was once a vehicular 
road, before it was closed to 
pedestrains only.  While vehicles have 
a lane on the La Rambla, they are by 
no means the privileged users of the 
space.  Cafes, street performers, and 
vendors of all kinds are common on 
both La Rambla and Stroget.  Areas 
developing directly off the La Rambla 
and Stroget have also become very 
successful, feeding off of the 
pedestrian energy.  
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The city has many icons for which it is known for.  I was able to see most of the 
ones that were on my list.  Works by Gaudi that I visited include Park Guell, 
Sangrada Famila, Casa Batllo, and “La Pedrera”.  All of these spaces were unlike 
anything I had experienced before.  Looking at photographs does not compare to 
the actual experience of place.   The ability to conceptualize something so unique 
and to then have it built is what really makes the work of Gaudi amazing.  
Everything is inspired by nature, every minute detail is justified with a purpose.  
Montjuic, developed for the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona was also an area 
of significance.  In addition to the stadium for the games, there is also a botanical 
garden, art museum, air tram system, and the historic castle remains.  The 
Inclusion of diverse programming keeps Montjuic relevant after the Olympic 
Games were over.  Giving people many reasons to visit the mount, it has become a 
significant newer section of the city.   A visit to La Boqueria Market was also a 
major highlight of the trip.  All food groups were represented at the open air 
market.  It is really a beautiful place, as people of all types have access to well 
priced nutritionally sound foods on a daily basis.  There are places to eat in the 
market, preparing ingredients directly from the market.  

Gaudi - A Man of Details
The letters below are examples of the letters 
that were developed by Gaudi to label the 
apartments within Casa Batllo.  Gaudi also 
designed many of the furniture pieces within 
Casa Batllo as well.  Every last detail in the 
Casa Batllo, and many other works, furthers 
the concept of inspiration from the forms of 
nature.  The custom approach creates unique 
designs that will be studied for years to 
come.  

St. George and the Dragon - Narrative in the       
Landscape

Examples of St. George and the Dragon can be found throughout 
the city of Barcelona.  Pictured above are examples from an 
architectural detail, a glazed trivet, and a photograph on a wall.  
Examples of narrative in the landscape demonstrate what a culture 
values.  While there are many legends surrounding St. George, he 
is best known for his outstanding character and reputation.  S. 
George Day in the Catalan region and Barcelona is observed on 
the 23rd of April.  Men will present their woman with a gift of a 
rose, and the women will present their man with a book.  This 
signifies a rose for love, and a book forever.  
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Study Critique - Field Study of Patterns and Textiles

Upon returning from Barcelona, I began the field study based 
on Danish and Scandinavian patterns.  I collected many 
samples of vegetation from the field and scanned them in.  
From there I began to edit the scanned images in Adobe 
modeling them after examples gathered from design shops, 
etc.  The vegetation collected and depicted in the patterns are 
common to roadside and disturbed environments.  They are 
commonplace, and examples are found all around the city.  
The respect and inspiration from nature is a common theme in 
the patterns that will be reproduced.  Two examples are 
included to the left.  The purpose of this field study is not to 
produce exact replicas but to instead illustrate the point of 
nature as inspiration. 

Accessible Entry Collage

In addition to beginning a field study this week I focused on the variety of accessible entrances to structures around Copenhagen.  
This collage is meant to capture the essence of a ramped entry combined with stairs.  The gray strips represent the ramp, the black 
and white rectangles are the stairs, and the contour map in the background is meant to show the change in topography.  This 
solution allows all users to have the same entry experience, alienating no one.  This is a common entry to apartment buildings, with 
parking under ground.  The slight elevation gives privacy to the first floor residents, as they are slightly above street level.  A 
variety of other examples of entry have been collected and they will be represented accordingly.  

Urban Activities Bureau

This week in Copenhagen, the Urban Activities Bureau 
opened.  The bureau consists of a group of 7 artists with 
the tools and inspiration for a unique experience in 
Copenhagen.  They offer a range of alternative, 
challenging, exciting, and fun activities designed by artists 
for urban space.  Their guide to events for the months of 
July to August is available, with locations throughout the 
city.  Everyone travels for different reasons, and the more 
options to explore the city will appeal to more people.  The 
Urban Activities Bureau will represent a demographic that 
was unrepresented before.  
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