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Week 7 began on a very quiet Fourth of July, as to be expected.  This as also the 
first week Denmark is HOT HOT HOT.  The entire city feels like it is moving 
slower from the heat.   Monday, July fifth we set out as a group to Lego Land in 
Billund, Denmark on the island of Bornholm, which is three islands over from 
Copenhagen on the island of Zealand.  While Lego Land could easily be considered 
the Disney Land of Denmark, the Lego models were extremely accurate and of 
great detail.  They had working water features, lighting, and live vegetation to the 
proper scale.  The collection of Lego models depicted a large sample of subjects 
including Mt. Rushmore, Nyhavn, the Statue of Liberty, the U.S. Capitol Building, 

Amsterdam, NASA Launch sites, and the list goes on.  It was quite remarkable, and some people gave us pondering looks as we 
were more interested in the model aspect verse the amusement rides.  Overall it was a positive experience to use the train system 
and get to see a different part of Denmark.  While on the train passing through rural areas, we found many examples of the vernacu-
lar of Denmark.  Due to the fact Denmark has limited forested areas, houses are orientated so they face forested areas while in 
Sweden they have the opposite conditions and face their houses oriented to open fields.  

Temporary Art Instillation 
Ben, Kay, and Myself worked on a collaborative mural on a section of a promenade 
in downtown Copenhagen.  We used fifteen pieces of chalk and our subject matter 
consisted of free abstract forms, urban buildings, and nature related subject areas.  
Many people walked by and stopped to talk to us about what we were doing.  
Overall the response was very positive, which was surprising considering we had 
no approval or authorization to do what we were doing.  There are many apartment 
buildings in the area that will look down on this mural now until the rain washes 
away.  The location was also very close to the inner harbor, so when we got hot we 
would take a break and jump in.  The water was very refreshing, and we could see 
people jumping into the water at other locations down both sides of the harbor.  It 
was an amazing experience to be in the harbor, downtown looking at the iconic 
spires and architecture.  Back home I would never consider cooling off in the 
Baltimore Inner Harbor or the Tidal Basin in Washington D.C.  When discussing 
the mural project after completion we decided if we were to do this again we should 
invite children and anyone else interested to join us and work on a section of the 
mural.  Something like that would be great to bring people together in a temporary 
manner of expression.

This week Ben and I continued our weekly 
climbing routine, only the day we planned 
it rained while biking to the wall, how 
typical....So we re-scheduled for Friday the 
9th.  Having never climbed on a Friday 
before, the scene was notably different.  
There were a lot more people in the park, 
and people around the wall were grilling 
food, playing music, and socializing.  
People were giving each other tips, and we 
learned many pointers from interacting  
with the other climbers.  
Attempting to not overheat this week, we 
have been taking many trips to the harbor 
baths and to the Kastrup Sea Bath.  At this 
point in the summer, Denmark can be 
found at the beach, or on paid vacation. 
The Jazz festival is winding down and we 
have made it to a few concerts.  A major 
difference is everyone brings a blanket and 
remains seated for the entire concert.  Even 
when the music is very upbeat, everyone  
remains on the ground  Not a dancing 
affair, I have noticed. 
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Study Critique
Following last week’s focus of living on three levels, this week I came across an excellent example of parking garage 
Orientation at the Mountain House in Orestad.  The structure of the garage steps up in the same manner the apartments above 
then do.  There are many elements of way finding in the parking system, and some are pictured below.  I took photographs of 
the entry and exiting experience of the garage that will be put together in a chronological manner to illustrate the flow.   

A lighted sign with a direc-
tional arrow gives a count for 
the number of spaces that are 
available on the specific 
floor

Arrows throughout the 
garage indicate flow of 
traffic

From the outside, these 
circles depict the Himalayas.  
From the inside, they appear 
as a series of organic forms

The medians and other 

Every floor in the building is 
color coded for identification 

purposes

Murals are common 
throughout, and are aesthetic 
landmarks within the system

Parking garage entrance from 
street level

Parking spaces are indicated in 
black, which juxtaposes the 

light grey floor treatment.  
Motor cycles have their own 

allocated parking spaces as 
well.  

Waterfront Accessibility
South of the Fisketorvet shopping mall, and west of the 
Amager preserve, I looked into UD in a very up and comming 
neighborhood.  Surrounded by industry and almost all water-
front, this new area consisted primarily of row houses on 
canals.  The houses opened up onto the waterways, with ample 
boat parking.  With connections to the inner harbor and many 
other waterways, it is possible to travel by boat, it is no longer 
just for recreational purposes.  The access to the waterfronts 
and dock systems presented three different ramp systems and 
many ways to use to the space.  People were fishing, sunning, 
swimming, kayaking, and docking or launching boats.  
Surrounded by areas of industrial land use, this neighborhood 
can be seen as an investment for the city do to its desirable 
location.  It may have a catalytic effect on the areas surround-
ing the site.  

This week I also focused on beginning the patterns and 
nature field study.  I have collected samples and photo-
graphs from the field of plant species that will be used for 
the field study.  They have been organized, and I have 
begun the process of editing them into patterns.  The 
pattern examples have been scanned in, and the final 
product will include the original photos and sketches of 
plant samples.  Below are a few samples of patterns I 
have collected from a variety of sources.    
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