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    This week began with a visit to Grundtivigs Kirke (church) in west Copenhagen.  The bike ride was 
around 40 minutes, but well worth every minute of it.  Grundtvigs Kirke is the largest Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Scandinavia and the west facade is around 164 feet tall.  The church is located on at 
the top of a fairly significant piece of topography (for Denmark at least) which adds to it’s dramatic 
presence.  The architecture is a great example of Neo Gothic Functionalism.  The simple yellow/gray brick 
is a common building material in the church and in many of the surrounding buildings.  The landscape 
immediately around the church is minimalist with grass right up to the foundation and a few scattered 
trees.  Because of this, the church is even more striking to the observer.     

The dramatic scale of the church is 
apparent upon arrival of the main 
entrance on the west facade.  The 
polished wood doors are the only 
other notable color on the church 
facade other than the brick. 

    The area surrounding the church is 
also in the Neo Gothic Functionalist 
architectural style.  The facade to the left 
is of a surrounding building in the same 
architectural style, only on a much 
smaller scale. I have decided to replace a 
proposed field study with an analysis of 
Grundtvigs Kirke.  The church has four 
axes extending in all four directions, one 
on each side.  Each axis is of different 
hierarchy and is resolved differently.  A 
series of drawings and diagrams will 
illustrate this in the field study.  

The weather this week continued to be in the high 70’s and sunny, with a continuous breeze.  We had a few beach afternoons this 
week, the 15 minute cycle ride is too tempting to resist.  On a warm afternoon, Denmark can be found at the beach.  People were 
wind surfing and getting quite a bit of air (!), tanning, playing volleyball, and just relaxing.  The ice cream truck offers great flavors 
including hazelnut, marzipan, and toffee.  Another afternoon this week I went climbing on an outdoor wall in the Norrebro 
neighborhood of the city.  The climbing wall is in the form of an arch that is the entrance to the park.  The ability to climb outdoors 
in the urban environment was something I had never experienced before.  A new friend interning in the city for the summer had all 
the equipment, and we decided to make climbing a weekly activity.  After spending the day in the field, going to the beach or 
climbing on a nice afternoon is a great way to relax and enjoy the culture synonymously.  
   My bike started to act up this week, in addition to sounding like I put baseball cards in the wheels, beads on the spokes, and a 
string of cans out the back, the chain pops off every twenty minutes.  Very dangerous and not amusing during rush hour bike traffic.  
Luckily, Kay has two bikes so I have been riding her old bike until I can get mine fixed.  
   The inner harbor of Copenhagen has become remarkably clean over the past decade after ports for container ships have been 
moved elsewhere and the de industrialization of the urban waterfront.  We visited the Harbor Bath for the first time, which was one 
of the first project built by the Copenhagen based Bjarke Ingles Group.  The bath extends the energy of the urban waterfront right 
out into the harbor.  There are a series of baths of varied depths with a dock system in between linking them all together.  In true 
Copenhagen style, there is an accessible entrance and the materials are primarly warm wood.  My personal highlight was the jump, 
which is over thirty feet in the air.  
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One Point Plan Perspectives
During advising week, we discussed 
how to construct the one point plan 
perspective during a sketchbook 
workshop.  They are a great method of 
showing the plan view of a space, as 
well as how the space is framed or 
inclosed. For my first attempt, I decided 
to represent different grave plots in a 
Danish cemetery.  The cemeteries are 
remarkably beautiful.  Each plot is well 
maintained, and the species vary from 
plot to plot.  Watering cans and 
compost areas are provided, which 
makes tending to the plots much less of 
a burden.  The spirit of a well main-
tained cemetery is a sign of respect for 
those who have passed and makes 
visiting a much more pleasant 
experience.  More one point plan 
perspectives depicting larger spaces will 
be constructed next week.  

The Royal Library Gardens
The facade of a portion of the library was started 
last week during the advisor visit.  We discussed 
the importance of straight lines, beginning with a 
light pencil and building darker as appropriate, and 
setting a drawing up through a series lines in a grid 
like format.  Details and darker lines were added to 
the facade and the thumbnails and section of the 
space were developed while revising the site this 
week.  Well articulated graphics are not enough, 
they must convey information and have a 
meaningful purpose in addition to just simply 
looking nice to the eye.  

Ørestad’s City Park
The City of Ørestad’s master plan was developed 
through an international design competition and has 
been refined over the last 10 years.  The location is 
ideal, with the airport 6 minutes away and Sweden only 
29.  Most of the plan consists of square blocks with 
residential, commercial, educational, and recreational 
facilities all housed in architecture with rigid geometry 
resembling concrete lego blocks.  However, it is well 
connected to the Metro line and train system, and is 
home Bella Center, a very large convention center for 
the Copenhagen area.  The park across the street from 
our apartment is depicted through a plan view of the 
park itself and sections that convey the facades of the 
surrounding apartment buildings. Very well 
programmed, the park sees many visitors daily.  
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Study Critique
A main focus this week was the 
concept of life on three levels.  Revisit-
ing the Copenhagen Business School to 
investigate this, I developed a series of 
sections.  In one city block situated 
below grade is a metro stop with 
connection to the shopping mall, a 
wing of the library, and two levels of 
parking.  Ground level consists of 
gathering spaces at varying scales, with 
a school, C.B.S. Campus, restaurants, 
and a mall building the upper levels of 
the space.  The significance here is that 
each of the spaces are detailed to the 
same level.  Living on three levels                                                         lets users on the ground level feel comfortable in the city and raise their status from pedestrian to 
citizen.  Functionality in the urban environment is created by privileging the people, not the automobile.  An accessible network 
provides links to all levels.  In this city block, crossing the street is not a death defying adventure, it is safely cued through visual and 
auditory signals.  Other examples of living on three levels include the Field’s mall and residential scale buildings.  Final drawings 
will be drawn in pen, scanned in, and then rendered using Adobe Creative Suite before they are added to the visual encyclopedia.  
This week I have also re-evaluated my field study topics.  After living in the city for 6 weeks, I have a better understanding of what I 
would enjoy and learn from studying.  As mentioned earlier, the first will be an investigation and analysis of Grundtvigs church and 
Neo Gothic Functionalism.  The second will be looking into the connection of nature reflected in Danish textile patterns.  Perimeters 
and details can be found on the revised Field Study proposal documents.  

The Danes are experts at harnessing 
natural light to illuminate spaces 
below grade.  The library pictured 
above has a series of sky lights at the 
most effective angle. 

The Bjarke Ingles Group
An Archicomic on Architectural Evolution

I discovered this book at the Architecture center downtown, and I can’t seem to put it down.  “Yes is More” 
is a manifesto that speaks the language of pop culture communicated through a cartoon format.  Most 
importantly it is a method behind the madness for the work of Copenhagen based firm BIG.  It documents 
design solutions, methods, means, and practice of architecture through a series of approachable and compre-
hendible images and diagrams.  Living in the BIG designed VM housing, this Archicomic has been    

of great significance in helping to understand why the building takes the form it does.  
The avant garde is defined by what it is against rather than what it is FOR.  An over 
arching theme of BIG is the creation of tangible solutions through artistic process, and 
in doing so these solutions attract the interest of the population at large and a respect-
ing reputation.  In addition to attending DIS lectures this week, the project back-
grounds in the project examples of “Yes is More” have been an excellent source of 
understanding information and history of Copenhagen.  All relevant information, the 
information from DIS lectures and “Yes is More” have provided a fundamental 
understanding for the city in which I am conducting my study.   
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